


Kentucky High School Athletic Association Playoffs
1958 (and before)
There were no classifications and no playoffs.  The mythical “state championship” 



was claimed by teams ranked number one either by the Louisville Courier-




Journal’s Litkenhous Ratings or one of the state-wide polls (which at various times 


included the Associated Press, a mountain poll out of Eastern Kentucky, and one 



published by the Paducah Sun…among others.)
1959


        Schools in Jefferson County were all classified AAA.
          





The city champ (Region 1) played the county champ (Region 2) for the AAA title.  

The rest of the Commonwealth was divided by enrollment:

Class A had an enrollment under 275; Class AA had 275-and-over.



Four teams...one from each region...made the playoffs in each class.  Region champions 


were determined by the Dickenson System.  To qualify for the playoffs, a team had to 


play at least four others from its own region.  Region One played Region Two and 



Region Three played Region Four.  The home team for each game was from the odd 


numbered regions in odd numbered years; from the even numbered regions in even 


numbered years.

1962

The number of state playoff teams doubled.  Each region was divided into two 



districts...with a winner from each making 8 total...in both Class A and Class AA.

1975

The state was divided into four classes with all Jefferson County teams in Class AAAA.


There were 8 playoff teams each in Class A, Class AA and Class AAA.



In Class AAAA, there were 8 playoff teams from the state and 8 from Jefferson 



County...with the winner of each playing for the overall title.  That meant the AAAA 


playoffs lasted one more week than the others.
1981

Several of the largest districts in the state were divided in half...to make “sub 



districts”...each of which had a playoff representative.  The number of AAAA playoff 


teams remained 16, but there were 12 playoff teams in the AAA, 12 in Class AA, 



and 11 in Class A.

1983

There were 11 playoff teams in AAA,  12 in AA, and  12 in A.

1987

Each of the four regions for each classification were divided in half...into districts.  The 


winner and runner-up in each district became eligible for the post-season...making 16 


playoff teams in each class and 64 total.  The Jefferson County teams were totally 



incorporated into the state-wide AAAA playoffs...with those schools being designated 


Regions Two and Three...and the state schools being Regions One and Four.

1991

The number of playoff teams in each class was doubled...as four teams from each



district became eligible for the post-season making 128 total.

1997

Jefferson County teams were allowed to play in their size classification instead of all 


being in AAAA.  Five moved into AAA, Region 2, District 1; Holy Cross went Class A; 


and two opted out of a district designation.

1999

The KHSAA put each school’s enrollment in numerical order and divided the classes 


into exactly the same size.  Previously a school was allowed play in a larger classification 

(but not smaller) if there was a competitive advantage...or if natural rivalries dictated.

2006

Previously, opponents would come from opposite districts in the opening playoff 



games.  For example, the top team in district one would host the number four team from 


district two; the second team from district one would host the third-seeded team from 


district two; etc.


For the 2006 & 2007 seasons, teams played within their own districts in the first two 


rounds of the playoffs, then district playoff champions went head-to-head for the region 


title.  As previously, the higher seeded team played at home.  If seeds were equal, teams 


from the odd-numbered district (or region) would host in odd-numbered years.


Also, there was a pre-playoff draw to see which region champions would meet one



another in the fourth round…instead of the original west-to-east configuration.  



Previously, the champion from region one would play the winner in region two; the 


region three champ would play region four; etc.

2007

A new alignment increased the number of classes from four to six.  Each class is still 


divided into four regions state-wide, and each region is divided into two districts.  Four 


teams from each district quality for the playoffs making 192 total in post-season play.  


Schools may once again choose to play in a larger classification if they so desire.

District Playoff Pairings for Classes 1-A, 3-A, 4-A, 5-A:
First round:  District One #1 seed v. District One #4 seed; District One #2 seed v. District One #3 seed

Second round:  District championship games
Third round:  District One champion vs. District Four; Two vs. Three; Five vs. Eight; Six vs. Seven

District Playoff Pairings for Classes 2-A, 6-A:
Third round:  District One vs. Three; Two vs. Four; Five vs. Seven; Six vs. Eight

2008

In classes A through 5-A, the opening round playoff games went back to the previous 


scenario:  #1 seed in District 1 vs. #4 seed in District 2, #2 seed in District 1 vs. #3 seed 


in District 2, etc.

But for class 6-A, the opening round had District 1 playing District 5,  2 v. 3,  6 v. 7,  and 4 v. 8.
