UNION COUNTY  “Braves”

Opened in the fall of 1964 by the consolidation of: 
Sturgis "Golden Bears"







Morganfield "Guierrillas" and







Morganfield Dunbar "Tigers"







Morganfield St. Vincent, a non-football school, was added in 1967.


     Class    Record       Coach


  vs. Madisonville


Play-Offs







site
         winner
a   1964     AA

3-7
Ralph Horning

U.C.
20-0
Mad.
     1965     AA
          2-7-1
Ralph Horning

Mad.
12-0
Mad.

     1966     AA

4-6
Roy Hina

U.C.
14-20
U.C.
     1967     AA

2-7
Roy Hina

Mad.
32-0
Mad.
     1968     AA

3-7
Roy Hina

U.C.
38-0
Mad.
b   1969     AA

6-5
Jock Stewart

Mad.
36-0
Mad.
     1970     AA

6-4
Jock Stewart

U.C.
37-7
Mad.
     1971     AA

7-3
Tommy Glover
Mad.
34-8
Mad.
     1972     AA
           11-1
Mojo Hollowell
U.C.
0-27
U.C.


(two games)











beat Hopkinsville 14-7












lost semi-final at Tates Creek 7-27

     1973     AA

9-1
Mojo Hollowell
Mad.
32-8
Mad.
     1974     AA
          5-4-1
Mojo Hollowell
U.C.
14-8
Mad.
c   1975     3-A

7-3
Mojo Hollowell
Mad.
6-14
U.C.
     1976     3-A
8-4
Dickie McDonald
U.C.
13-14
U.C.


(two games)











won at Franklin-Simpson 21-0










           lost semi-final at Shelby County 0-18

     1977     3-A
4-7
Dickie McDonald
Mad.
6-13
U.C. (2 OT’s)

     1978     3-A
7-5
Dickie McDonald
U.C.
0-6
U.C.    (OT)
lost at Franklin-Simpson 7-17
     1979     3-A
8-4
Dickie McDonald
Mad.
7-6
Mad.

lost to Franklin-Simpson 14-16 (OT)
d   1980     3-A
9-3
Dickie McDonald
U.C.
20-21
U.C.

lost at Franklin-Simpson 14-12
e   1981     3-A

2-9
Charlie Bob Paris
Mad.
40-12
Mad.


     1982     3-A
5-6
Charlie Bob Paris
U.C.
27-0
Mad.


     1983     3-A
4-7
Charlie Bob Paris

     1984     3-A
5-6
Charlie Bob Paris

     1985     3-A
4-7
Charlie Bob Paris

     1986     3-A
6-5
Charlie Bob Paris

     1987     3-A
9-2
Charlie Bob Paris




lost to Bowling Green 14-27
     1988     3-A
5-5
Charlie Bob Paris

f    1989     3-A
8-3
Charlie Bob Paris
Mad.
13-18
U.C.

lost at Bowling Green 13-49
g   1990     3-A
3-7
Charlie Bob Paris
U.C.
14-15
U.C.
     1991     3-A
5-6
Charlie Bob Paris
Mad.
13-12
Mad.
     1992     3-A
2-9
Charlie Bob Paris
U.C.
0-13
U.C.

lost at Bowling Green 14-62
     1993     3-A
3-6
Charlie Bob Paris
Mad.
34-18
Mad.
     1994     3-A
3-7
Charlie Bob Paris
U.C.
22-0
Mad.
     1995     3-A
3-8
Joe Prince





lost at Bowling Green 27-35
     1996     3-A
5-6
Joe Prince





lost at Bowling Green 22-30
h   1997     3-A
5-6
Joe Prince

Mad.
6-42
U.C.

lost at Bowling Green 31-38 (OT)
     1998     3-A
6-5
Joe Prince

U.C.
7-42
U.C.

lost to Logan County 7-14
     1999     3-A
7-4
Joey Henderson




lost to Bowling Green 12-20
     2000     3-A
5-6
Bill Drage





lost at Owensboro 6-44
     2001     3-A
5-6
Bill Drage

Mad.
7-51
U.C.

lost at Bowling Green 7-20
     2002     3-A          0-10
Danny Bean

U.C.
24-7
Mad.
     2003     3-A
3-7
Danny Bean

Mad.
64-0
Mad.
     2004     3-A
7-4
Danny Bean

U.C.
23-0
Mad.

lost at Bowling Green 0-55.
     2005     3-A
2-8
Danny Bean

Mad.
40-33
Mad.
     2006     3-A
3-7
Danny Bean

U.C.
47-24
Mad.

i   2007      3-A
4-8
Nick Eckert






(two games)











beat McLean County 30-28 (OT)












lost at Paducah 20-59

     2008     3-A
8-6
Nick Eckert






(four games)












beat Adair County 20-0












beat Butler County 39-13












beat Edmonson County 39-23











    lost semi-final at Louisville Central 21-49
     2009     3-A
8-4
Steven Carter

Mad.
38-14
Mad.


(two games)












beat Adair County 67-26












lost to Paducah 7-34

     2010     3-A
9-3
Steven Carter

U.C.
19-35
U.C.


(two games)











beat Hart County 56-22












lost at Russellville 19-38
     2011     2-A
5-6
Steven Carter

Mad.
48-0
Mad.

lost at Murray 6-14

     2012     2-A
5-6
Steven Carter

U.C.
53-22
Mad.

lost at Murray 0-12

     2013     2-A
9-3
Steven Carter






(two games)












beat Ballard Memorial 42-7











lost at Caldwell County 34-56
     2014     2-A
6-5
Josh Boston





lost at Murray 37-71

     2015     3-A
7-4
Josh Boston

U.C.
51-19
Mad.

lost at Adair County 23-62

     2016     3-A
6-5
Derek Johns

Mad.
31-21
Mad.

lost at Adair County 20-26

     2017     3-A
8-3
Derek Johns

U.C.
28-14
U.C.

lost to LaRue County 0-14

     2018     3-A
7-4
Derek Johns

Mad.
14-13
U.C.

lost at LaRue County 29-48

a
Ralph Horning had coached at Sturgis for 22 years.

b
The KHSAA’s “The Athlete” called him Coach “Gary Steward”

c
In 1975, the KHSAA divided the state’s schools into four classes.  Union County was the only one in the Big 8 
Conference (at the time) to play in 3-A (the rest were 4-A.)  Previously the state had three classes...with 
Louisville/Jefferson County making up the large class and the rest of the state schools divided into A and AA.
d
Tim Joiner’s senior season.  He set all of Union County’s rushing records, was the only Kentuckian on the 
Parade All-American team, ws the only Braves athlete (at the time) to have his number (25) retired, played a bit 
at Arkansas.

e
Charlie Bob Paris was Union County’s starting quarterback in 1967; went to Murray State; joined the U.C. 
coaching staff in 1973.

f
On what would have been the last play of the game, the Madisonville quarterback ran around the field killing 
the clock with the Maroons leading 13-12.  While he ran, he taunted a defender...then tossed the ball in the 
defender’s facemask as time expired on the 4th down play.  An official later told me it should have been ruled 
an incomplete pass...and the game over...because it was a “forward” throw.  But the game officials called an 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty, marked it half-the-distance to the goal, and gave Union County an untimed 
down.  The Braves promptly threw a 5-yard touchdown pass and won the game.

g
The game was played on Saturday afternoon...after an electrical storm delayed it from Friday night...and 
Morganfield’s annual 
Corn Festival (scheduled for Saturday night) precluded that option.

h
The Braves were actually 4-7 on the field, but a 13-27 loss at Hopkinsville was changed to a win...when 
Hoptown had to forfeit all its victories that year for using an ineligible player--Artose Pinner.

i
The KHSAA increased the number of classes from four to six.

