




Hopkinsville  “Tigers”




(first season of high school football:  1905)

          Class    Record       Coach

  vs. Madisonville


Play-Offs






site
         winner
1905

1-4
(unknown)

1906

1-3-1
George Peach

1907

4-2
William Evans

(played twice)







A
0-27
Hop.







H
0-0
(tie)
1908

2-3
Rev. C.H.H. Branch
H
11-0
Mad.

1909

6-2-1
Charles Meacham
(played twice)







A
0-5
Hop.
(Messenger in 1930 doesn’t mention this game)






H
6-6
(tie)

1910

2-4
Charles Meacham
A
12-6
Mad.
(Messenger in ‘36 & ’30 lists say 12-5)









(a 1934 Joe Dorris column from the New Era…










   reprinted in the Messenger…also said 12-5)

1911

5-2-1
Andrew Powell
(game snowed out)
1912

6-1
Dan Blake

H
6-12
Hop.
(Messenger in’36 and ‘30 lists say 6-13)
1913

5-3
Andrew Powell
A
0-28
Hop.
(Messenger in 1930 doesn’t mention this game)
1914

7-1
William Whitnall
(no game)
1915

4-5
Ernest Mallary

A
0-37
Hop.
(Messenger in 1930 says Mad won 13-0)
1916

5-3
Ernest Mallary

A
14-6
Mad


1917

5-1
O. V. Petty

A
6-81
Hop.

1918

0-1
(unknown)
1919

7-2
Osborne Radford
H
3-27
Hop.
1920

7-0-1
Marvin Eagle

A
0-51
Hop.
(Messenger in 1930 says 0-26)
1921
         
6-2
Marvin Eagle

H
3-0
Mad.

1922
          3-3-2
Clarence Clark
A
12-6
Mad.
(Messenger in 1930 says 13-6)
1923

1-6
John Keck

H
26-0
Mad.

1924

2-3-3
Guy Rice

A
7-7
(tie)

1925

7-1-1
Guy Rice

H
0-31
Hop.

1926

8-0-1
Hank Lyon

A
0-72
Hop.

1927

7-1
Hank Lyon

H
7-13
Hop.

1928

8-1
Hank Lyon

A
6-0
Mad.

1929

2-6
Oakley Brown

H
50-0
Mad.
1930

5-3-1
Oakley Brown

A
0-6
Hop.
1931

7-2-1
John Henry Suther/Ralph McRight
H
 0-25
Hop.
1932

 0-9
John Henry Suther/Ralph McRight
A
 13-6
Mad.


(Hoptown had won its ’32 season opener vs. Central City but had to forfeit because of an ineligible player)

1933

 3-7
Ralph McRight, John Henry Suther ass’t
H
 0-26
Hop.

1934

 7-2
Ralph McRight



A
13-19
Hop.

1935

6-3-1
Ralph McRight



H
  0-0
(tie)

1936

7-2-1
Ralph McRight
A
 0-18
Hop.

1937

1-7-2
Ralph Mills

H
20-19
Mad.

1938

8-1-1
Ralph Mills

A
 0-21
Hop.

1939

7-4
Ralph Mills

H
 0-31
Hop.

1940

11-0
Ralph Mills

A
 6-25
Hop.
1941

11-1
Ralph Mills

H
 0-14
Hop.
1942

6-4-1
Oakley Brown

A
  7-7
(tie)
1943

10-0
Oakley Brown

H
 0-40
Hop.
1944

9-1
Chris Cox

A
13-14
Hop.

  (Twin brother Cliff Cox, the Princeton H.S.    








                  head coach in 1943, was his assistant.  











They were former star athletes at 










          Madisonville High School & WKU.)
1945

8-2
Ralph Mills

H
14-33
Hop.

1946

5-5-1
Ralph Mills

A
25-33
Hop.

1947

5-6
Ralph Mills

H
 6-19
Hop.

1948

6-5
Ralph Mills

A
19-41
Hop.

1949

6-5
Howard Moss

H
12-23
Hop.

1950

2-9
Howard Moss

A
  6-0
Mad.
1951

2-8-1
Howard Moss

H
40-13
Mad.

1952

3-7-1
Pat McNeil

A
24-13
Mad.

1953

 7-4
Pat McNeil

H
43-20
Mad.

1954

3-6-2
Pat McNeil

A
 13-6
Mad.
1955

 5-6
Jim Bravard

H
  0-6
Hop.
1956

 7-4
Jim Bravard

A
 45-0
Mad.
1957

 7-2
Jim Bravard

H
20-13
Mad.
1958

 7-3
Jim Bravard

A
12-18
Hop.
1959
2-A
 6-4
Jim Bravard

H
 20-0
Mad.
1960
2-A     3-5-1
Jim Bravard

A
 25-7
Mad.
1961
2-A     2-6-1
Jim Bravard

H
 15-6
Mad.
1962
2-A
10-1
Fleming Thornton
A
13-39
Hop.
1963
2-A
 7-3
Fleming Thornton
H
 6-21
Hop.

1964
2-A
 9-2
Fleming Thornton
A
 0-34
Hop.

lost to Owensboro 25-13

1965
2-A
14-0
Fleming Thornton
H
 0-27
Hop.


(three games)











beat Henderson City 39-6,











beat Harrison County 40-7,











beat Middlesboro 24-6 for STATE TITLE

1966
2-A
13-0
Fleming Thornton
A
 6-34
Hop.


(three games)











beat Henderson County 27-6











beat Lexington Henry Clay 35-0









 beat Ft. Thomas Highlands 27-6 for STATE TITLE

1967
2-A
2-6-2
Fleming Thornton
H
 7-20
Hop.

1968
2-A
5-3-3
Fleming Thornton
A
20-14
Mad.

1969
2-A
  3-7
Fleming Thornton
H
25-22
Mad.

1970
2-A
  5-6
Fleming Thornton
H
32-14
Mad.
1971
2-A
9-2-1
Fleming Thornton
A
 13-0
Mad.







A
 10-0
Mad.

lost to Madisonville 0-10

1972
2-A
 9-3
Fleming Thornton
H
 7-14
Hop.

lost to Union County 7-14
1973
2-A
 7-4
Fleming Thornton
A
  7-0
Mad.

1974
2-A
7-3-1
Fleming Thornton
H
 0-14
Hop.
1975
4-A
 7-4
Fleming Thornton
A
 6-27
Hop.

1976
4-A
 2-8
Fleming Thornton
H
 34-7
Mad.

1977
4-A
 2-9
Danny Sundburg
A
 35-0
Mad.

1978
4-A
 3-8
Danny Sundburg
H
 21-0
Mad.

1979
4-A
 5-4
Danny Sundburg
A
12-13
Hop.

1980
4-A
 4-7
Danny Sundburg
H
 7-25
Hop.
1981
4-A
 3-8
Mike Lewis

A
19-6
Mad.
1982
4-A
 4-6
Mike Lewis

H
32-21
Mad.

1983
3-A
 8-3
Mike Lewis

1984
3-A
 9-4
Mike Lewis






(three games)











beat Barren County 10-7,











beat Meade County 7-6,











lost championship game to Danville 6-24.

1985
3-A
 7-3
Mike Lewis

A
14-37
Hop.

1986
3-A
 3-7
Craig Clayton

H
19-12
Mad.

1987
3-A
 6-4
Craig Clayton

A
15-21
Hop. (2 OT’s)
1988
3-A
 8-4
Craig Clayton

H
 2-13
Hop.

lost to Bowling Green 28-34

1989
3-A
 8-3
Craig Clayton

A
14-15
Hop. (OT)

1990
3-A
 3-8
Craig Clayton

H
15-22
Hop.
1991
3-A
 5-6
Craig Clayton

A
14-16
Hop.

lost to Owensboro 0-17

1992
3-A
 7-4
Craig Clayton

H
 7-25
Hop.

lost to Owensboro 18-21

1993
3-A
 6-4
Craig Clayton

A
14-30
Hop.

lost to Warren Central 18-41

1994
3-A
 8-4
Craig Clayton

H
17-25
Hop.


(two games)











beat Owensboro 27-17,











lost to Bowling Green 14-36.

1995
3-A
12-1
Craig Clayton

A
19-41
Hop.


(three games)











beat Greenwood 51-7











beat Calloway County 38-20,











lost to Bowling Green 14-28.

1996
3-A
13-2
Craig Clayton

H
6-56
Hop.


(five games)










beat Warren East 52-35,











beat Paducah
51-12,











beat Calloway County 13-9,











beat Montgomery County 31-14,











lost final to Ft. Thomas Highlands 14-21.

1997
3-A
*0-15
Craig Clayton

A
0-46
*Hop/Mad

(five games)










beat Owensboro 41-21,











beat Calloway County 19-17,











beat Bowling Green 26-14,











beat Louisville Valley 62-28,











lost final to Covington Catholic 13-21.

1998
3-A
 5-6
Craig Clayton

H
21-28
Hop.

lost to Owensboro 13-35.
1999
4-A
12-2
Craig Clayton

H
15-31
Hop. 


(four games)






A
14-56
Hop. 

beat Barren County 41-15,










beat Marshall County 35-21,











beat Madisonville 56-14,











lost semi-final to Louisville St. Xavier 21-22

2000
 4-A
10-4
Craig Clayton

A
21-20
Mad. 


(four games)






H
14-22
Hop. 

beat Daviess County 37-7










beat Marshall County 35-27,











beat Madisonville 22-14,











lost semi-final to Louisville Male 7-42.

2001
3-A
12-2
Craig Clayton

H
7-45
Hop.


(four games)










beat Warren Central 53-12,











beat Franklin-Simpson 36-16,











beat Bowling Green 21-14,











lost semi-final to Boyle County 21-28.

2002
3-A
10-4
Craig Clayton

A
16-39
Hop.


(four games)











beat Bowling Green 9-0,











beat Warren Central 25-0,











beat Paducah 21-7,











lost semi-final to Boyle County 7-13.

2003
3-A
8-5
Craig Clayton

A
38-48
Hop.


(three games)











beat Franklin-Simpson 55-7,











beat Bowling Green 20-13,











lost to Paducah 21-28.

2004
3-A
13-1
Craig Clayton

H
20-35
Hop.


(four games)






A
13-16
Hop.

beat Adair County 48-7,











beat Paducah 28-7,











beat Madisonville 16-13,











lost semi-final to Boyle County 28-55

2005
3-A
9-4
Dixie Jones

A
7-55
Hop.


(three games)










beat Logan County 48-0











beat Franklin-Simpson 46-20











lost to Bowling Green 0-3

2006
3-A
7-6
Dixie Jones

H
6-28
Hop. 


(three games)






A
13-16
Hop. 

beat Madisonville 16-13











won at Paducah 24-16











lost at Bowling Green 9-31

2007
5-A
4-7
Dixie Jones

H
29-15
Mad.

lost to Christian County 38-52
2008
5-A
7-5
Dixie Jones

A
22-21
Mad.

won at Grayson County 42-14











lost to Christian County 21-28
2009
5-A
3-8
Dixie Jones

H
13-6
Mad.

lost at Bowling Green 6-38

2010
5-A
3-7
Dixie Jones

H
28-24
Mad.


--
2011
5-A
0-10
Marc Clark

Hop.
62 - 7
Mad.


--

2012
5-A
3-7
Marc Clark

Mad.
36-14
Mad.

lost at Warren Central 7-67

2013
5-A
4-7
Marc Clark

Hop.
45-17
Mad.

lost at Warren Central 10-48

2014
5-A
4-8
Marc Clark

Mad.
60-42
Mad.

beat Greenwood 41-28










lost at Bowling Green 0-50

2015
4-A
10-2
Marc Clark

Hop.
45-14
Hop.

beat Warren Central 15-9











lost to Franklin-Simpson 21-28

2016
4-A
10-2
Marc Clark

Mad.
39 - 0
Hop.

beat Warren East 54-0











lost to South Warren 24-28

2017
4-A
6-7
Craig Clayton

Hop.
35-20
Mad.

won at Warren East 21-7











won at Logan Copunty 43-8











lost at Franklin-Simpson 20-35
2018
4-A
5-7
Craig Clayton

Mad.
14-0
Mad.

won at Warren East 24-0







Mad.
20-0
Mad.

lost at Madisonville 0-20
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This info came from several sources.  There are some minor discrepancies in the earliest years between info that sportswriter Jim Griesch came up with, what the Messenger reported (at different times,) and the Hopkinsville records.
1997  * 
In April, 1998, it was discovered that star running back Artose (AR toose) Pinner was too old to have 


played in the 1997 season.  Hopkinsville had finished the season 13-2 and runner-up in the playoffs, but was forced to forfeit all its wins, give back its trophies, give back over $2,000 to the KHSAA for its trip to the AAA finals, was put on one year’s probation, and Pinner...who had become the school’s all-time leading rusher...had his name removed from the record books.  He had gained over 3,000 yards rushing in 1997 alone.

1995

Craig Clayton was named AP’s Coach-of-the-Year
1991

First year in new stadium (which, like the old Walnut Street Stadium, they share with Christian County 


High):  named “The Stadim of Champions” in honor of each school’s two state football championships
1921

first of 37 straight Thanksgiving Day games

1957

last Thanksgiving Day game between the two schools
Starting in 2007

schools were divided into six classes (instead of 4) increasing the number of playoff teams to 192

Starting in 1991

4 teams from each district qualified for the post-season instead of 2…increasing the number of playoff teams to 128

Starting in 1987

there were 4 regions/8 districts in each of the four classes with 2 playoff

teams per district…increasing the number of playoff teams from 51 to 64

Starting in 1975

there were 4 classes instead of 3

Hopkinsville had three undefeated seasons:  1940, 1965, and 1966.

JIM BRAVARD:
successful football coach at Glasgow for 8 years before joining Hoptown

FLEMING THORNTON:
from Pickens, South Carolina where he had coached for four (?) years before an old 




military buddy from Hopkinsville told local folks he knew someone who could take over 




the Tigers’ reigns.  A kind, lovable man who passed away in the early 2000’s.

MIKE LEWIS:
was a Jr/Sr on Hopkinsville’s undefeated state championship teams 1965/1966; went to Memphis 


State on scholarship and played for two years--finished up at Western Kentucky; assistant at East 


Hardin one year and head coach for five; assistant at Hoptown in 1979 & 1980; took over in 



1981.  Only Tiger coach who is a graduate of the school.

CRAIG CLAYTON:
played for his father at Caldwell County; played at Western Kentucky; assistant to his father at 



Christian County High; offensive coordinator at Madisonville in 1982 and 1983; head coach at 



Todd County Central 1984 (7-5) and 1985 (8-4)...losing to Mayfield in the first round of the 



playoffs each year; then to Hoptown where he became the longest-tenured (19 seasons) and 



winningest coach  (149 victories...not counting the ill-fated 1997 season) in the school’s 




excellent football history.  Resigned March, 2005 to draw retirement from the Kentucky 




system...and become head coach at Franklin (TN) High School.
DIXIE JONES:
was head coach at Trigg County for 20 years, an assistant at Hoptown for three seasons, and was 



head coach at Madisonville one year...before taking over the Tigers’ helm.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
There were a few discrepancies in scores reported by John Morton and Jim Griesch, sports editors of the Messenger in two different eras.  In November 1944, John Morton printed a list of the all-time scores between Madisonville and Hopkinsville.  In the mid-1980’s, Jim Griesch tried to come up with every single Maroons football score.  Below is a list of what they reported.  In Column A, on the left, are John Morton’s scores.  In Column B...if it is different...is what Jim Griesch found.  Scores from 1937 through 1973 I found by scouring the Messenger sports pages or microfilm day-by-day.  From 1974 to 1996, I broadcast each of the games.


Column A
Column B

     (John Morton)       (Jim Griesch)

1907
L  0-27

(Jim shows a 2nd game...a 0-0 tie)
1908
W  11-0
(Jim shows a 2nd game cancelled)
(Elmer Kelley wrote once that the Hustler newspaper had 

   two games stories for 1908...both Madisonville wins--11-0 and 15-0...but I never saw that info anywhere else)
1909
L  0-5

(Jim listed a 2nd game...a 6-all tie)
1910
W  12-6



          (The Messenger’s Hall Allen’s alltime list in 1940 said it was 12-5.)
1911
(no game)
(Jim reported the game was snowed out)
1912
L  6-13

L  6-12


          (The Messenger’s Hall Allen’s alltime list in 1940 said it was 0-13.)
1913
L  0-28
1914
(no game)

1915
L  0-37

1916
W  14-6

1917
L  6-81

1918
(no game)
(Jim says the Maroons didn’t play any games this year)
1919
L  3-27

L  3-25
1920
L  0-51

1921
W  3-0

1922
W  12-6

1923
W  26-0
1924   (T)  7-7

(Jim didn’t have a score for this one)
1925
L  0-31

L  0-20
1926
L  0-72

November 18, 1947:
Elmer Kelley wrote (in the Madisonville Messenger) that he had done research through old copies of the twice-a-week Hustler newspaper...and found that Madisonville had beaten Hopkinsville 11-0 and 15-0 in 1908.  (The old newspapers were kept in the attic of the Messenger building...and everything went up in smoke at a Messenger fire a few years later.)  But when Elmer printed a list of the entire Madisonville vs. Hopkinsville series eight days later, he only had the 11-0 game...leaving out the 2nd game 15-0 score.  And the only person to record that second game score (that I have seen as of 10-16-04) is Jim Griesch, a Messenger sports editor in the 1980’s, who tried to get every Madisonville football score.

