
BOWLING GREEN   “Purples”
(special thanks to “macdon” of BlueGrassPreps, for helping fill many gaps on this page)


Class    Record
       Coach



PLAY-OFFS



    vs. Madisonville












            site    score   winner

2018
5-A
 9-3
Mark Spader



(two games)








beat Christian County 29-7








lost at Owensboro 21-28

2017
5-A
10-3
Kevin Wallace



(three games)








beat Owensboro 48-14








beat Greenwood 42-21








lost to South Warren 21-28

2016
5-A
15-0
Kevin Wallace (21)


(five games)








beat Marshall County 43-14








beat Christian County 44-29








beat Owensboro 50-21








won at Fern Creek 34-7








beat Pulaski County 70-22 in championship






(most point ever scored in a state championship game)

2015
5-A
14-1
Kevin Wallace



(five games)








beat Apollo 50-7








beat Christian County 41-21








won at Owensboro 41-12








beat Fern Creek 21-0








beat Pulaski County 21-7 in championship
2014
5-A
11-2
Kevin Wallace
       

(three games)








beat Apollo 41-0








beat Hopkinsville 50-0








lost to Graves County 0-7

2013
5-A
14-0
Kevin Wallace



(five games)








beat Apollo 49-7








beat Christian County 48-7








won at Graves County 49-10








beat John Hardin 33-28








beat Pulaski County 49-14 in championship

       2012
5-A
15-0
Kevin Wallace


(five games)








beat Apollo 62-6








beat Christian County 31-17








beat Warren Central 35-21








won at John Hardin 14-13








beat Cooper 34-20 in championship
       2011
5-A
15-0
Kevin Wallace


(five games)








beat Apollo 57-6      







beat Greenwood 35-6








beat Warren Central 52-19








beat John Hardin 62-20








beat Anderson County 55-3 in championship

       2010
5-A
9-3
Kevin Wallace


(two games)








beat Madisonville 25-0


BG
0-25
BG








lost at Christian County 10-14

       2009
5-A
11-3
Kevin Wallace


(four games)








beat Hopkinsville 38-6








beat Owensboro 25-21








won at Christian County 28-14








lost semi-final to John Hardin 21-28

       2008
5-A
9-3
Kevin Wallace


(two games)








beat Ohio County 63-6








lost to Owensboro 21-28

      2007
5-A
13-2
Kevin Wallace


(five games)







beat Grayson County 52-0








beat Warren Central 63-0








won at John Hardin 27-23








won at Owensboro 35-13








lost final to Highlands 7-28

     2006
3-A
13-2
Kevin Wallace


(five games)








beat Allen County-Scottsville 49-6








beat Warren East 48-6








beat Hopkinsville 31-9








won at Louisville Central 21-14








lost final to Covington Catholic 8-27

     2005
3-A
13-2
Kevin Wallace


(five games)







beat Hopkins Central 62-0








beat Paducah 33-7








won at Hopkinsville 3-0








beat Bullitt East 42-14








lost final to Lex. Catholic 21-49

     2004
3-A
11-1
Kevin Wallace


(two games)



B.G.
18-13
Mad.








beat Union County 55-0








lost to Madisonville 13-18

     2003
3-A
11-1
Kevin Wallace


(two games)



B.G.
0-23
B.G.







beat Madisonville 23-0,








lost to Hopkinsville 20-13.

     2002
3-A
5-6
Kevin Wallace

lost to Hopkinsville 9-0
     2001
3-A
10-3
Kevin Wallace

      (three games)







beat Union County 20-7,







beat Paducah 52-40,








lost to Hopkinsville 21-14.

     2000
3-A
10-3
Kevin Wallace

      (three games)








beat Calloway County 10-7,








beat Warren Central 7-6,








lost to Owensboro 28-0.

     1999
3-A
8-4
Kevin Wallace

      (two games)







beat Union County 20-12,








lost to Franklin-Simpson 14-0.

     1998
3-A
13-1
Kevin Wallace

      (four games) 



B.G.
6-56
B.G.







beat Madisonville 65-6,







beat Logan County 24-14,








beat Owensboro 14-7,








lost semi-final to Waggener 28-27.

     1997
3-A
13-0*
Kevin Wallace


(three games)







beat Union County 38-31 (OT)







beat Paducah 27-3








lost to Hopkinsville 16-26

     1996
3-A
11-1
Kevin Wallace


(two games)







beat Union County 30-22








lost to Calloway County 7-10

     1995
3-A
15-0
Dan Haley  (12)  

(five games)







beat Union County 35-27








beat Paducah 33-14








won at Hopkinsville 28-14








beat Montgomery County 48-12








beat Highlands 28-12 in championship
     1994
3-A
13-2
Dan Haley


(five games)







beat Calloway County 60-7








won at Hopkinsville 36-14








won at Franklin-Simpson 20-17








won at Nelson County 34-7








lost final to Covington Catholic 21-24

     1993
3-A
10-3
Dan Haley


(three games)







won at Paducah 35-13








won at Owensboro 20-12








lost at Warren Central 0-7

     1992
3-A
10-2
Dan Haley


(three games)







beat Union County 62-14








beat Owensboro 21-20








lost to Paducah 6-21

     1991
3-A
10-3
Dan Haley


(four games)







won at Graves County 35-12








won at Warren Central 14-10








won at Paducah 31-24 (OT)








lost semi-final to Meade County 15-19

     1990
3-A
11-1
Dan Haley


(two games)



B.G.
3 - 40
B.G.







beat Graves County 39-6







lost to Owensboro 0-10
     1989
3-A
11-2
Dan Haley


(two games)



Mad.
0 - 21
B.G.







beat Union County 49-13








lost at Paducah 6-7 (2 OT’s)

     1988
3-A
10-3
Dan Haley


(two games) 



B.G.
10-20
B.G.







beat Hopkinsville 34-28








lost to Paducah 0-27

     1987
3-A
  9-3
Dan Haley


(two games) 



Mad.
0  -  7
B.G.







beat Union County 27-14








lost at Paducah 14-42

     1986
3-A
  8-3
Dan Haley



     1985
3-A
  6-6
Dan Haley

lost at Paducah 7-50
     1984
3-A 
  6-5
Dan Haley



     1983
3-A
  5-6
Vince Hancock
     1982
4-A
  3-8
Vince Hancock
     1981
4-A
  8-3
Wilson Sears
     1980
4-A
  9-2
Wilson Sears
     1979
4-A
  9-2
Wilson Sears

lost to Owensboro 14-34
     1978
4-A
  8-2
Wilson Sears
     1977
4-A
10-1
Wilson Sears
     1976
4-A
10-2
Wilson Sears

lost to Henderson County 3-7
     1975
4-A
  9-2
Wilson Sears
     1974
2-A
  5-5
Wilson Sears
     1973
2-A
  5-5
Wilson Sears
     1972
2-A
  3-7
Jim Jordan 







B.G.
33-18
Mad.

     1971
2-A
  5-5
Jody Ellis
     1970
2-A
  3-7
Jody Ellis
     1969
2-A
  2-8
Jody Ellis
     1968
2-A
  4-6
Jody Ellis
     1967
2-A
  7-3
Jody Ellis
     1966
2-A
2-7-1
John Bariola
     1965
2-A
  2-8
Richard Smithson
     1964
2-A
4-4-3
Jim Pickens
     1963
2-A
3-7-1
Jim Pickens
     1962
2-A
 7-4
Jim Pickens
     1961
2-A
 4-7
Jim Pickens
     1960
2-A
 8-3
Jim Pickens

(WKC champs for 2nd time)
     1959
2-A
8-2-1
Jim Pickens
     1958

2-8
Clarence Caple

     1957
         0-10-1
Clarence Caple
     1956
          0-9-1 
Ronnie Bergmeier
     1955
          4-6-1 
Elvis Donaldson
     1954
          5-5-1 
Elvis Donaldson
     1953

5-5
Elvis Donaldson






Mad.
12 - 6
Mad.
     1952
          3-6-1
Elvis Donaldson






B.G.
15 - 0
Mad.
     1951
          7-1-2
Elvis Donaldson






Mad.
7  -  7
(tie)
     1950
           6-4
Elvis Donaldson






B.G.
13-21
B.G.
     1949
          5-4-1
Elvis Donaldson






Mad.
7 - 18
B.G.
     1948
          6-3-1
Elvis Donaldson






B.G.
6 - 14
B.G.
     1947
          5-4-1
Elvis Donaldson
     1946
          5-4-1
Elvis Donaldson
     1945

6-3
Elvis Donaldson
     1944
          
6-4
Elvis Donaldson
     1943

6-4
Doug Smith
     1942
          0-8-1
Doug Smith
     1941

4-6
Doug Smith
     1940

6-3
Doug Smith
     1939
          7-1-1
Doug Smith







B.G.
0 - 12
 B.G.
     1938
            4-5
Doug Smith







Mad.
13 - 7
 Mad.
     1937
          3-5-2
Doug Smith
     1936
          4-4-2
Doug Smith
     1935
          8-0-2
Doug Smith

(WKC champs for 1st time)
     1934
          5-3-2
Doug Smith
     1933
            8-1
Doug Smith







B.G.
0  -  7
 B.G.
     1932

8-1
Doug Smith







Mad.
0  -  6
 B.G.
     1931

8-2
Doug Smith







Mad.
0 - 38
 B.G.
     1930
          5-3-1
Doug Smith



  (1st ever meeting in FB)  --
B.G.
6  -  7
 B.G.
     1929
          5-3-1
Doug Smith
     1928
          5-3-1
Doug Smith

     1927
          6-4-1
Doug Smith
     1926

5-3
Doug Smith
     1925
          4-2-3
P.A. Stephens
     1924
          7-0-1
P.A. Stephens
     1923

4-3 
Foreman Rudd
     1922

1-2 
Foreman Rudd
1997
Bowling Green lost to Hopkinsville in the 3rd round of the 3-A playoffs, but Hoptown later had to forfeit all its 
wins for using an ineligible player.  Thus, despite a playoff loss, the Purples (officially) finished undefeated.

1984
Dan Haley born 9-15-40; native of Pineville; played end at Kentucky the last four years of Blanton Collier’s 
regime 1958-61; ass’t coach at Corbin 1963; ass’t at Bryan Station 1964-65; head coach Bryan Station 1966-
1969; head coach Paducah 1970-1982 with a 2-A state title in 1973; coach-of-the-year 1973; offensive 
coordinator at Morehead State 1983; then Bowling Green.  High school record before BGHS 134-46-3 in 17 
years; 119-33 in 12 years at BG; overall 29 years 253-79-3.  After 1995 season, Haley retired from the public 
school system...and took over the coaching reigns at Cumberland, (Ky.) College.  Passed away 10-19-13.
1982
Wilson Sears went to Bourbon County; Vince Hancock came from Elizabethtown
1966
John Bariola was a native of Mississippi and an all-OVC linebacker at Western Kentucky.

1944
El (Elvis) Donaldson was a Bowling Green H.S. alum; coached at Russellville through 1943; the Purples’ 
stadium is named for him
In 1975, Kentucky went to four classes...with AAAA, the largest class, including all of the Jefferson County schools and the largest schools from out-in-the-state.

In 1959, Kentucky divided its schools into classes.  Jefferson County schools were all 3-A, and the rest of the schools in the state were divided by size into AA and A.
1935
The Western Kentucky Conference was then known as “The Little Sixteen” and B.G. was champion.
Starting in 2007

schools were divided into six classes (instead of 4) increasing the number of playoff teams to 192

Starting in 1991

4 teams from each district qualified for the post-season instead of 2…increasing the number of playoff teams to 128

Starting in 1987

there were 4 regions/8 districts in each of the four classes with 2 playoff

teams per district…increasing the number of playoff teams from 51 to 64

Starting in 1975

there were 4 classes instead of 3


