
CALDWELL COUNTY  “Tigers”
(At the bottom of this page is a history of Princeton Butler High School...the predecessor to Caldwell County High.)

Opened in the fall of 1952 by taking some students from each Fredonia
and Princeton; was known derisively by some as “Hillbilly High School”.

For the first two years, the Princeton Butler “Tigers” and the Caldwell County “Cubs” co-existed.

In the fall of 1954, the two schools merged and the nickname “Tigers” was transferred to Caldwell County H.S.

(for Princeton Butler High School info -- please scroll to the bottom)
Cobb H.S. had become part of Princeton Butler in fall of 1946.
Princeton Dotson was added to CCHS through integration consolidation in the fall of 1963.

Fredonia was absorbed in the fall of 1972.






   Coach


     vs. Madisonville 

1953
Record:  0 - 25


Jack Byrd


1954
Record:  0 - 24


Jack Byrd


1955
Record:  6 - 15


Fred Clayton


Mad.
95-54

Mad.


1956
Record:  10-13
            
Fred Clayton


C.C.
58-57

Mad.


1957
Record:  10 - 9


Fred Clayton


Mad.
65-55

Mad.


1958
Record:  11 - 9


Fred Clayton


Mad.
61-59

Mad.


1959
Record:  0 - 20


Vernon “Tank” Wilson
Mad.   
66-29

Mad.


1960
Record:  9 - 17


George Perry


C.C.
75-29

Mad.


1961
Record:  11-14


George Perry


Mad.
63-51

Mad.


1962
Record:  14-13


George Perry


C.C.
51-58

C.C.


1963
Record:  10-14


George Perry


Mad.
55-48

Mad.

RC
1964
Record:  24 - 7


George Perry


C.C.
60-62

C.C.


1965
Record:  9 - 14


Sammy Jones


Mad.
49-40

Mad.


1966
Record:  8 - 17


Sammy Jones


C.C.
66-64  (2 OT’s) Mad.







     



Mad.
52-45

Mad.


1967
Record:  11-12


Sammy Jones


Mad.
57-76

C.C.











C.C.
61-70

C.C.


1968
Record:  17-12


Sammy Jones


Mad.
85-65

Mad.











C.C.
70-66

Mad.


1969
Record:  4 - 21


Sammy Jones


Mad.
82-52

Mad.











C.C.
67-58

Mad.


1970
Record:  2 - 20


Joe Mac Hill


Mad.
69-56

Mad.


1971
Record:  15-13


Joe Mac Hill


C.C.
70-57

Mad.

A
1972
Record:  12-13


Joe Mac Hill/Harry Byrd
Mad.
80-63

Mad.

B
1973
Record:  3 - 13


Joe Mac Hill


C.C.
86-41

Mad.


1974
Record:  2 - 22


Craynor Slone


Mad.  104-46

Mad.


1975
Record:  6 - 19


Harry Byrd


C.C.   101-67

Mad.


1976
Record:  16-13


Harry Byrd


Mad.
98-67

Mad.

C









(neu)
61-52
            Mad. (region tourney)


1977
Record:  19 - 6

     
Harry Byrd


C.C.
71-69

Mad.


1978
Record:  16 - 9

     
Harry Byrd


Mad.
86-77

Mad.


1979
Record:  14-12

     
Harry Byrd


C.C.
83-75

Mad.


1980
Record:  8 - 17

     
Harry Byrd


Mad.
74-68

Mad.


1981
Record:  20 - 8

     
Harry Byrd


C.C.
71-59

Mad.


1982
Record:  20 - 8

    
Harry Byrd


Mad.
65-53

Mad.


1983
Record:  13-14

     
Harry Byrd


C.C.
70-54

Mad.


1984
Record:  13 - 9

     
Harry Byrd


Mad.
68-51

Mad.

D
1985
Record:  10-10

    
Harry Byrd


C.C.
53-64
     
C.C.

E
1986
Record:  28 - 3

     
Harry Byrd


Mad.
65-68
      
C.C.

RR/F
1987
Record:  22 - 7

     
Harry Byrd


C.C.
72-74  (2 OT’s)
C.C.











Mad.
55-47

Mad.
(region final)


1988
Record:  22 - 8


Robin Scott


Mad.
78-57

Mad.

G
1989
Record:  8 - 17

    
Robin Scott


C.C.   104-75

Mad.


1990
Record:  16-12

     
Robin Scott


Mad.
94-62

Mad.

H









(neu)  108-92

Mad. (region tourney)


1991
Record:  14-13

     
Robin Scott


C.C.
85-82

Mad.

I
1992
Record:  18-13

     
Robin Scott


Mad.
85-83

Mad.


1993
Record:  9 - 16

     
Robin Scott


C.C.
76-45

Mad.


1994
Record:  9 - 16

     
Robin Scott


Mad.
75-42

Mad.


1995
Record:  6 - 18

     
Robin Scott


C.C.
60-41

Mad.


1996
Record:  15-13

     
Robin Scott


Mad.
54-44

Mad.


1997
Record:  12-14

    
Robin Scott


C.C.
64-37

Mad.


1998
Record:  8 - 18


Robin Scott


Mad.
69-65

Mad.


1999
Record:  15-13


Terry Birdsong

C.C.
69-51

Mad.


2000
Record:  12-14


Greg McQueary

Mad.
78-52

Mad.


2001
Record:  14-14


Greg McQueary

C.C.
87-44

Mad.


2002
Record:  11-16


Greg McQueary

Mad.
90-71

Mad.


2003
Record:  8 - 17


Greg McQueary

C.C.
63-51

Mad.


2004
Record:  7 - 19


Greg McQueary

Mad.
82-65

Mad.


2005
Record:  16-15


Michael Fraliex

C.C.
71-64

Mad.


2006
Record:  14-12


Michael Fraliex

Mad.
68-62

Mad.











C.C.
59-50

Mad.(district tourney)


2007
Record:  23 - 4


Michael Fraliex

C.C.
81-73

Mad.










           (neu)
75-88

C.C. (district at HCC)


2008
Record:  14-12


Michael Fraliex

Mad.
78-33

Mad.











Mad.
76-52

Mad.(district tourney)

J
2009
Record:  2 - 17


Michael Fraliex/Brian Phelps
C.C.
98-47

Mad.(district tourney)

2010
Record:  6 - 20


Steve Smiley


C.C.
75-61

Mad.











Mad.
77-51

Mad.


2011
Record:  6 - 21


Steve Smiley


Mad.
75-21

Mad.










C.C.
70-66

Mad.

2012
Record:  4 - 25


Steve Smiley


C.C.
44-76

Mad.











Mad.
40-78

Mad.











C.C.
49-78

Mad.
(district final)


2013
Record:  12-19


Daniel Kukahiko

Mad.
65-47

Mad.










C.C.
60-39

Mad.











(neu)
52-44

Mad.
(district final)


2014
Record:  17-12


Daniel Kukahiko

C.C.
49-48

Mad.











Mad.
58-55

Mad.











Mad.
57-44

Mad.
(district final)


2015
Record:  15-14


Daniel Kukahiko

Mad.
64-75

C.C.











C.C.
74-76

C.C.











C.C.
61-55

Mad.  (district final)


2016
Record:  11-17


Daniel Kukahiko

C.C.
69-55

Mad.











Mad.
67-29

Mad.











(neu)
80-45

Mad.  (district final)


2017
Record:  16-14


Daniel Kukahiko

Mad.
65-59

Mad.










C.C.
48-67

C.C.











Mad.
74-57

Mad.
   (district)


2018
Record:  14-14


Daniel Kukahiko

C.C.
83-57

Mad.










Mad.
69-57

Mad.

RR
region runner-up

RC
region champ (state quarter-finalist)
A  Joe Mac Hill was called up by the Army Reserve in mid-January & Harry moved up from JV to varsity head coach.
B  School was not allowed to play any games until January as a penalty by the KHSAA for a district tourney fracas the 

     previous year.
C  C.C. held the ball the entire first quarter, and the score was 2-2 after eight minutes.  Then they played...well.
D  Maroons were 8-0 going into the game, but had found out earlier in the day they would play the state’s number 1

    team, Louisville Seneca (with Tony Kimbro & Keith Williams) in the Louisville Invitational Tournament.  Looking

    ahead, Mad’s 20-game win streak over C.C. came to an end (and they lost to Seneca two weeks later 48-61.)

E  the night I got sick & Mark Alexander had to finish the game.  Only time that ever happened.

F  Travis Ford hit an off-balance double-pump shot from 22 feet at the 2nd overtime buzzer that would have tied it up

    again...but the officials (after a 5-minute discussion with the timer, scorers & the coaches) ruled the shot was late.
G  began playing in the new gym this season.  the rest of the new high school facility had opened in 1972...on Hwy 91 

     north of Princeton
H  Jimmy Dodds had a breakaway dunk to open the game and finished with 42 points.
I  Mike Fraliex (later played at Western Ky.) became C.C.’s all-time leading scorer with his 1st basket of the game,

    and went on to score 45 that night...1 shy of Mike Grey’s single-game record.  Grey had been the all-timer too.
    That 45 tied the all-time record in Maroon Gym.  Tonya Wells had that many for the Lady Maroons in 1986.

J  Phelps took over in mid-January when Fraliex was arrested/suspended...accused of fraudulently obtaining

    prescription drugs.



CALDWELL COUNTY COACHES:

JACK BYRD was Harry’s father.
FRED CLAYTON was a star football/basketball player at Madisonville; played football at Western Ky.  Coached high school football at Marion, Caldwell Co., & Christian Co.; then was assistant to his son Craig at Todd Co. & Hoptown.

CRAYNOR SLONE, journeyman coach whose Carlisle Co. team lost state title in 3 OT’s to Lex. Henry Clay in 1983.

HARRY BYRD was a starting forward on the 1964 state tourney team.  He resigned as coach to work on his Rank I and later became principal...before retiring in 1999.  (Harry’s father is the JACK BYRD who was Caldwell’s first coach.  Jack was also coach at Fredonia in 1948.)

ROBIN SCOTT, a native of Bedford (Trimble County), had been Harry’s assistant for 7 years before taking over.

TERRY BIRDSONG was a high school star at Marshall County; went to Western on scholarship, but finished up at Murray.  He was an assistant at University Heights for a couple of years and head coach two years at Webster County.  He left Caldwell for the head job at Calloway County when Ron Greene retired...then went to Graves County in 2008.
MICHAEL FRALIEX:  graduated from Caldwell County High in 1992 as the school’s all-time leading scorer; was a starting guard at Western Kentucky as a senior; was gals head coach at Lyon County from 2000-2004.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(the following information was gathered by Todd Griffin, former play-by-play man at
Princeton radio station WPKY, and longtime sportswriter for the Princeton Times-Leader.)

PRINCETON BUTLER  “TIGERS”




    vs. Madisonville

 Season         Record

  Head Coach



  site
score
winner

1953-54 
7 - 12    
Johnny Hackett 



1952-53 
7 - 10    
Johnny Hackett
1951-52 
16 - 8    
Johnny Hackett 
1950-51 
9 - 11    
Johnny Hackett 
1949-50 
7 - 14    
Johnny Hackett
1948-49
13-11

Johnny Hackett  
1947-48 
7 - 14    
Johnny Hackett
1946-47 
7 - 15    
Johnny Hackett
1945-46 
6 - 13    
Russell Ted Goodaker
1944-45 
15 - 8    
Russell Ted Goodaker

1943-44 
8 - 13    
Cliff Cox 
1942-43 
 6 - 4 
*   
Cliff Cox
1941-42 
0 - 21 

Tom Stephenson/





John Earl Sims
1940-41 
 5 - 6     
Cliff Cox
1939-40 
0 - 10    
Cliff Cox
1938-39 
 2 - 9     
Cliff Cox
1937-38         
20 - 4

John Earl Sims
1936-37 
16 - 9    
John Earl Sims 
1935-36 
14-11   
John Earl Sims
1934-35 
25 - 3 
** 
John Earl Sims 
1933-34 
7 - 13    
Arnold Winkenhofer
1932-33 
8 - 13    
Arnold Winkenhofer      
1931-32 
7 - 11    
Arnold Winkenhofer
1930-31 
13-13   
Arnold Winkenhofer 
1929-30 
9 - 11    
***
Arnold Winkenhofer 
1928-29 

****
No official team 
1927-28 
 6 - 9     
Carney Hollowell 
1926-27


Carney Hollowell
1925-26


Carney Hollowell
1924-25         
@

R.B. “Boss” Hayes
(Info for these two years came from Jeff Bridgeman’s “Kentucky High School Basketball Encyclopedia.”)

1923-24
 1-0

L.P. Jones

1922-23
 3-6

        -

* Coach Cliff Cox announced in December of 1942 that Butler would not have a team in 1942-43 because the school did not have a gym and gas rationing during World War II made trips impossible. However, the team later played a limited schedule, with home games and the district tournament being played in the small gym/auditorium at East Side School.

** Tigers beat Tilghman 26-24 in the 1st Region quarterfinals at Reidland before losing to Barlow 33-31 in four overtimes in the semifinals.

*** Arnold Winkenhofer’s first year at Butler. “Winky” had previously been the football/basketball coach at Dawson Springs…and left Butler in 1934 to coach football at Bowling Green.

**** Princeton did not play in the 1928-29 district tourney. It seems the gym was needed for class space. According to newspaper reports, some students still tried to field a team but played only three or four organized games during the season but had no head coach and apparently did not qualify for the tourney.
@   First year for Butler High School





Old Butler Gym
Butler High School teams played in the old gym in the basement back to the first year of the school in 1924. However, the gym was unavailable to the team more than once. In 1928-29 construction had not been completed on the grade school and the gym was needed for class space.
In 1941-42 the gym was used for a defense workshop during World War II and games were apparently all played away. In March of 1942 plans were announced to renovate the gym at a cost of $5,377 plus $1,700 worth of materials supplied by the school. Home games, as well as the district tournament, were played in the small East Side School gym in the 1942-43 season. The Tigers played in the newly renovated gym at Butler beginning with the 1943-44 season. The playing floor was shortened from 80 feet to 70 feet so that bleachers could be added at each end.  The floor was lowered five feet, giving 22 feet of clearance. Seats were available for approximately 350 fans, but another 300 seats could be made available if needed. However, in 1948-49 the fire marshal limited the capacity to 432. The two existing doors were widened in 1948-49 and another exit added. The Tigers played their home games at Fredonia starting in the 1950-51 season. The Tigers played all of their home games in Fredonia, and practiced at Fredonia (and sometimes
Dotson) until the new Butler Gym was built and opened starting in the 1959-60 season.


PRINCETON HIGH SCHOOL  “TIGERS”

 Season  
Record

Head Coach



Notes
1923-24 
  1-0

L.P. Jones

Last season for Princeton High School
1922-23 
  3-6
1921-22         


George Lehnard
1920-21         


Carl Hosbach
1919-20
1918-19

The 1924 school annual notes: Due to the fact that we had no gymnasium and cold weather prevented use of an outdoor court we were unable to play a full schedule of basketball. However, we played an impromptu game with Farmersville and won 28-19. The prospects for next year are fine since only two lettermen will be lost to graduation and the new building now being erected will be provided with one of the best gymnasiums in the state.

The 1922-23 team beat Eddyville, Flat Rock and Farmersville. The team lost competitive games to Hopkinsville, Calvert City and Dawson Springs, but was outclassed by Paducah, LaCenter and Henderson.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(the following is a March, 2006 email from Todd Griffin, Sports Editor of the Princeton Times-Leader:)

Hi again Bob,
I believe I may have uncovered the only undefeated team in what is now the 2nd Region.
Here's my very brief profile (so far) on Princeton High School (before Butler):
PRINCETON HIGH SCHOOL TIGERS
Season  Record  Head Coach      Notes
1923-24 1-0     L.P. Jones      Last season for Princeton High School
1922-23 3-6
1921-22
1920-21
1919-20
1918-19
The 1924 school annual notes: Due to the fact that we had no gymnasium and cold weather prevented use of an outdoor court we were unable to play a full schedule of basketball. However, we played an impromptu game with Farmersville and won 28-19. The prospects for next year are fine since only two lettermen will be lost to graduation and the new building now being erected will be provided with one of the best gymnasiums in the state.

The 1922-23 team beat Eddyville, Flat Rock and Farmersville. The team lost competitive games to Hopkinsville, Calvert City and Dawson Springs, but was outclassed by Paducah, LaCenter and Henderson.

I'm not sure 1-0 gets you a state championship, but here's proof of an "undefeated" season. And an indication that local teams were playing outdoors, at least until the Butler building was erected in 1924.

The library had a 1916 PHS annual, which had a football team and a baseball team pictured, but no hoops team. Unfortunately, the next oldest annual they had was 1924.

Those old annuals, BTW, kick the newer annuals in the rear end for information and design. I really wish I could find all of them from about 1915-1930.

They do have some old papers on microfilm at the library, so that's my next move.

Todd

