



HENDERSON COUNTY  “Colonels”
Henderson County was formed in the fall of 1954 with the consolidation of:  
Corydon “Pioneers”











Hebbardsville “Bulldogs”











Niagara “Wildcats”, and











Spottsville “Blue Demons”

The other 4 feeder schools were:
*Cairo “Owls”





*Robards “Eagles”
(ROBB erds)





*Smith Mills “Panthers”





*Weaverton “Cardinals”
Smith Mills H.S. closed in 1936...with students then attending Corydon.

Cairo H.S. closed in 1941 with students then attending Henderson (City.)

Weaverton H.S. closed in 1945 with students attending Henderson (City.)

Robards H.S. closed in 1946 with students then being split between Niagara and Henderson (City.)







        vs. Madisonville


Record


Coach

site
score
          winner
a
1955
26 - 9
    D.C. “Bud” Wilder/John Branson    Mad.  54-62
H.C.

1956
13-11

John Branson


1957
8 - 15

Bobby Watson

Mad.
62-53

Mad.


1958
17 - 9

Norman O’Nan
H.C.
59-68

H.C.


1959
20 - 7

Norman O’Nan
Mad.
65-53

Mad.


1960
16 - 9

Norman O’Nan
neu.
60-51

Mad.
(Big 8 Conference Tourney)








H.C.
76-63

Mad.

b
1961
20 - 8

Norman O’Nan
Mad.
55-48

Mad.


1962
20 - 6 

Norman O’Nan
H.C.
49-62

H.C.

1963
18 - 7 

Norman O’Nan
Mad.
66-54

Mad.

1964
18 - 7 

Norman O’Nan
H.C.
72-80

H.C.

1965
16 - 7

Bobby Liles

Mad.
69-65

Mad.

1966
3 - 18

Don Gish

H.C.
56-40

Mad.

1967
7 - 19

Don Gish

Mad.
71-69   (OT)
Mad.

1968
14-14

Jim Guess

H.C.
67-71   (OT)
H.C.

1969
9 - 16

Jim Guess

Mad.
61-57

Mad.

1970
17-11

Butch Hill

H.C.
69-73

H.C.
c
1971
10-15 

John Eblen

Mad.
84-73

Mad.

1972
11-14 

John Eblen

H.C.
98-90

Mad.

1973
13-10 

John Eblen

Mad.
90-78

Mad.

1974
10-14 

John Eblen

H.C.
89-62

Mad.

1975
13-13  

Tom Cummings
Mad.
89-81

Mad.

1976
15-14 

Tom Cummings
neu.
86-76

Mad.
(Union County Tourney)







H.C.
90-83

Mad.

d
1977
15-10 

Tom Cummings
Mad.
97-79

Mad.







neu.
75-78

H.C.
(region tourney)


1978
20 - 7 

Tom Cummings
H.C.
71-68

Mad.

1979
18 - 8 

Bob Mulcahy

Mad.
69-67

Mad.







neu.
68-75

H.C.
(region semi-final)


1980
15-10 

Bob Mulcahy

H.C.
68-86

H.C.

1981
15-14 

Bob Mulcahy

H.C.
68-60

Mad.







Mad.
75-72

Mad.


1982
21 - 8 

Bob Mulcahy

Mad.
46-61

H.C.







neu.
64-55

Mad.
(region final)


1983
14-16 

Bill Loney

Mad.
67-61

Mad.







Mad.
66-51

Mad.
(Madisonville Tourney)








H.C.
70-66

Mad.


1984
22 - 7 

Bill Loney

H.C.
66-56

Mad.







Mad.
66-65

Mad.


1985
18-11 

Bill Loney

Mad.
53-54

H.C.







H.C.
59-62

H.C.


1986
4 - 16 

Bill Loney

Mad.
70-64

Mad.

1987
13-15 

Bill Loney

H.C.
68-57

Mad.







Mad.
56-52

Mad.
(region tourney)


1988
20 - 7 

Curtis Turley

Mad.
87-67

Mad.


1989
15-12 

Curtis Turley

H.C.
88-72

Mad.
e
1990
27 - 5 

Curtis Turley

Mad.
81-98

H.C.







neu.
89-97

H.C.
(region semi-final)


1991
13-16 

Curtis Turley

H.C.  104-90

Mad.

1992
18-12 

Curtis Turley

Mad.
81-83

H.C.

1993
18-14 

Curtis Turley

H.C.
91-74

Mad.







Mad.
86-88

H.C.
(region tourney)


1994
27 - 5 

Curtis Turley

Mad.
54-63

H.C.







Mad.
67-87

H.C.
(region semi-final)


1995
22 - 7 

Curtis Turley

H.C.
46-62

H.C.
e, SS
1996
29 - 7 

Phil Gibson

Mad.
64-83

H.C.

1997
21 - 8 

Phil Gibson

H.C.
61-73

H.C.

1998
19 - 8 

Phil Gibson

Mad.
72-89

H.C.
e, SS
1999
26 - 6 

Phil Gibson

H.C.
74-71   (OT)
Mad.







neu.
51-54   (OT)
H.C.
(region semi-final)

2000 
12-15

Phil Gibson

Mad.
68-57

Mad.

2001
24 - 5

Phil Gibson

H.C.
53-41

Mad.

2002 
22 - 7

Phil Gibson

Mad.
59-65

H.C.

2003 
17 - 9

Phil Gibson

H.C.
36-59

H.C.

2004 
25 - 5

Phil Gibson

Mad.
52-71

H.C.

2005
22 - 8

Phil Gibson

H.C.
65-80

H.C.


2006
19-11

Phil Gibson

Mad.
41-57

H.C.
f
2007
24 - 6

Phil Gibson

H.C.
70-74

H.C.


2008
18 - 8

Mark Starns

Mad.
66-69

H.C.


2009
24 - 6

Mark Starns


2010
19-10

Mark Starns

Mad.
76-88

H.C.
(region semi-final)

2011
20 - 6

Mark Starns

Mad.
61-56

Mad.


2012
18-15

Mark Starns

H.C.
56-48

H.C.


2013
26 - 6

Tyler Smithhart
Mad.
46-48

H.C.


2014
21 - 8

Tyler Smithhart
H.C.
50-73

H.C.


2015
27 - 4

Tyler Smithhart
Mad.
60-77

H.C.


2016
12-17

Tyler Smithhart
H.C.
52-57

H.C.


2017
22-10

Tyler Smithhart
Mad.
57-83

H.C.

2018
15-14

Tyler Smithhart
H.C.
61-47

Mad.

a
Branson took over for Wilder at Christmas as head coach

b
3rd region champion

c
Holy Name was disbanded as a high school and its students were absorbed by


Henderson County and Henderson City

d
Henderson City was absorbed by consolidation

e
2nd region champion

SS
state tournament semi-finalist
f
region runner-up for 3rd straight year and 5th time in 6 years



COACHES:

Bobby Watson:
after one rather ordinary year at Henderson, he went to his alma mater...Owensboro Sr...and 



became one of the most successful coaches in Kentucky for the next 20-plus seasons
Tom Cummings:  nearly a decade after leaving Henderson, became coach at Webster County for a couple of years 


     while his son played...then moved into the athletic director’s chair while continuing to live in 



     Henderson.  The son, John Paul, was a pretty good player and became a coach himself.

Bob Mulcahy:
played on the 1950 Lexington Lafayette state championship team, and coached Louisville Seneca to 


back-to-back championships in 1963 & 64 (Wes Unseld was on those teams.)  He was the first to play 


for...and later coach...title teams in Kentucky High School basketball.

Bill Loney:
heckuva nice guy...played at Graham, and was a successful coach at Central City for nine seasons 


(1974-82) before going to Henderson.

Curtis Turley:
native of Marion in Crittenden County where he played; went to Northeast Alabama Jr. College for one 


year; then played J.V. ball at Western Kentucky.  He coached first at Berea, then Lyon County ’79-‘80; 


Warren Central ’81-85; started the program at Graves County & was there ‘86 & 87; Henderson County 


’88-‘95; Greenwood ’96-‘97; Shelby County ’98-‘99; Daviess County ’00-‘04; Lexington Catholic ’05; 


out in ‘06; Louisville Manual ’07; out in ’08; Warren East in ’09; out in ’10; Collins in ’11 ; became 


Director of Operations for WKU Lady Hilltoppers basketball in ’12; was named an assistant coach for 


WKU Lady Hilltoppers basketball but resigned 11-09-12 to become coordinator for Kentucky 



Basketball Coaches' Hall of Fame.
Phil Gibson:
was an all-region tournament player at Webster County for Coach Eddie Ford in 1972; was very 



successful as the gals coach at his alma mater from 1979-‘95.  In his first 4 seasons at Henderson, he 


won as many region championships (two) as the school had produced in its previous 40-year 



history...and made the Final Four at state both times.  Retired from coaching (but remained teaching at 


H.C.) after the 2007 season.
